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HILLARYS BOAT HARBOUR — HOON DRIVING AND ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 
Grievance 

MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [9.13 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport, and I want to 
thank her for taking my grievance on this important subject. We all know that hooning and associated antisocial 
activity is a scourge on our community. In my electorate, there seems to be an area that attracts people to come 
and do their hooning and antisocial activities too frequently. It places a very big burden on local residents, local 
businesses and visitors. One of the hotspots for hooning in my electorate, and across the northern suburbs, is the 
northern car park at the Hillarys Boat Harbour. I will explain some of the reasons for this in a minute. Hoons gather 
there, start their hooning activities there, and then spread into surrounding streets—Whitfords Avenue, 
Hepburn Avenue—and then into the residential streets. It is a problem at all times of the year, but it seems to 
become worse during the summer months. The attraction of the northern car park for these people is that it is wide 
open. It cannot be any other way because, apart from being used as a general car park for visitors to either the 
Hillarys Boat Harbour or the beaches, it is also the primary car park for parking of boat trailers. People come in, 
launch their boats and park their trailers. The usual road treatments that can sometimes be used to discourage 
hooning do not work in that environment. We do not want to discourage people from using the boat ramp to launch 
their boats. In fact, we want to encourage more of them, so we cannot use the built form type of deterrence to hooning. 

The facility at the Hillarys Boat Harbour comes under the auspices of the Department of Transport, which is why 
I am raising the issue with the Minister for Transport, in case people are wondering. It is an issue that causes a lot 
of concern in my community. Local residents, particularly those in the adjoining Harbour Rise precinct, are at their 
wit’s end to stop the noise, the danger, the threats and the constant feeling of unease that something dangerous is 
going on just outside their front doors. The traders at the Hillarys Boat Harbour are also concerned, because it 
discourages people from going there if the environment is going to be risky or dangerous. We understand what it 
is like with pedestrians walking across or people getting to their parked cars with these hoons performing these 
stupid and dangerous activities at the same time. 

In June this year I wrote to both the Minister for Transport and the Minister for Police highlighting this issue. The 
Minister for Transport organised a meeting for me with officers of the Department of Transport on-site at the 
marina, which was very good, and we also had discussions with the senior sergeant at the Hillarys Police Station to 
talk about the whole area. This is not a new issue. It has been around for some years, but it just seems to keep getting 
worse as the population increases. I refer to an article by Tyler Brown in the Joondalup Times in February 2015. 
Even back then the Harbour Rise Homeowners Association was calling for mobile closed-circuit television cameras 
to be deployed on the roads around the boat harbour and in the boat harbour itself. Those residents and others 
continue to ask for more police activity to catch these hoons. Back in 2016, I wrote to the then Minister for Police, 
the member for Scarborough, about the possibility of installing the covert mobile cameras that the police have. The 
advice I received at the time was that it was not really possible to identify a suitable location for the deployment 
of the cameras, again simply because of the topography of the area and the need to have this wide-open car park, 
without unnecessary obstacles, so that boat trailers and large vehicles can manoeuvre around. 

Clearly one of the solutions—although not the only solution, but a very important part of any solution—is the 
installation of permanent closed-circuit television cameras. This would provide the means to identify vehicles 
involved in hooning acts, and would also act as a strong deterrent. I am aware from the answer to a question I asked 
on notice earlier this year that an audit was done on 29 May 2018 of the possibility of CCTV coverage at the boat 
harbour. The audit concluded that there was a need for additional CCTV cameras, particularly in the area of the 
northern car park. I was subsequently advised that the department is getting on with obtaining quotes and finding 
out the cost of installing up to five cameras in this area. I understand that the department has a two to three-year 
strategic plan for the boat harbour and it includes the eventual installation of CCTV cameras. As the minister will 
appreciate, my local residents—the people I represent in this place—would like to see the installation of those 
cameras as an absolute priority. They would like them installed sooner rather than later, obviously as budgets allow. 

I urge the minister to strongly consider having the department prioritise funding, and hopefully include it in the 
midyear review. I also point out that, when these cameras are eventually installed, it would be a good idea to 
put a nice big sign at the entrance letting people know that the area is subject to CCTV coverage because, again, 
that can act as a strong deterrent. I hope that the minister understands that I bring this matter forward in good 
faith. I am simply trying to advance the process. From what I have heard, I do not think it will be overly 
expensive, but it will add to the safety and security of people who use the boat harbour and the long-suffering 
residents in that area. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.20 am]: I thank the member for the grievance. 
He has successfully outlined the key things that have happened. I will go through it again because my notes 
provide that information. The member met with the manager of Hillarys Boat Harbour in August and discussed 
his concerns about hooning. The member went through some of the normal options that would be available. 
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Some physical deterrents on the ground are potentially not available in this case because the car park is a parking 
area for boat trailers and we do not want to significantly interfere with their operations. The Department of 
Transport’s security service operates 365 nights a year. However, due to the size of Hillarys, it is difficult to 
access all parts all the time and as a result it is difficult to prevent these things from happening. As I said, 
physical obstacles are difficult because it is a boat trailer parking area. It was investigated, but was not seen as 
a viable option. The Department of Transport meets regularly with the police and tries to coordinate its 
observation and movements in that area. There are regular meetings and good liaison between police and the 
Department of Transport. Some work has been done on how much the installation of CCTV equipment would 
cost. My understanding is that the member was also looking at potentially accessing some federal funds. Maybe 
in the lead-up to the next election, we should try to see whether we can jointly secure some federal funds. If 
that is not successful, we will see how we go — 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: I don’t think they’ll give it to the Department of Transport. That’s the issue. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: You never know. We can be persuasive—you and I working together. 
Mr D.J. Kelly: Unstoppable! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Unstoppable! 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: You guys really want to ruin my reputation. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It might ruin mine more! 
Working together, given that we have a federal election, we might be able to secure some funds. That is  
pretty much a summary of where it is at. I appreciate the member’s concern for the area. His office is in that 
area so he would be aware of the hooning that takes place and the impact it has on nearby residents. That is also 
a major factor. However, it will have a cost and we do not currently have any money in the budget for it. I do 
not think I can squeeze this into the midyear review process. Do you think I can, fellow Expenditure Review 
Committee member? 
Mr W.J. Johnston: I don’t think so. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I do not think so. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: No new items until February. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The ERC process is brutal in this government! 
Mr W.J. Johnston: It’s not that they’re brutal; they’re thorough. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Sorry, it is thorough. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: It depends which side you’re on. If you’re a spending minister, it’s brutal. If you’re 
a savings minister — 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: There are not many savings ministers, I can tell you that! There is one! All the rest of us are 
spending ministers—me in particular. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: My agency raises over a third of its own cash. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: That is right. The minister is very proud of that. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Okay. We are all a bit savings and we are all a bit spending. 
Originally I think there was an idea that we might approach the feds. I think we have a window. We have done 
some work on the costs and will get that work finalised, then we will see whether we can work together to try to 
secure some funds from the federal government in the short term. 
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